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Confidential

No. Kor Tor 1102/ 1001

To
:  The Office of the Attorney General




With reference to our Letter No. Kor Tor 1102/977, dated 24th August 2009, informing you of the additional information about Mr. Viktor Bout.



We would like to inform you that, on 26th August 2009, the Colombian Ambassador in Peru met with Mr. Udompon Ninnart, Thai Ambassador in Lima, to inform him that the Colombian Minister of Foreign Affairs has sent a letter to Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs about the ruling uttered by Thai Court concerning the refusal to the extradition of the Russian citizen, Mr. Viktor Bout, for prosecution in the United States of America, which the Court considered that the group of Colombian left-wing guerrillas (FARC) intended to overthrow the Colombian government to change the administration, therefore, FARC was a political group and was not a terrorist organization.


In this respect, we would like to inform you of the main points of the letter of the Colombian Minister of Foreign Affairs as follows :



1. FARC is known worldwide for the cruelty and drug trafficking network.  FARC was considered to be the world’s largest drug dealer.  The systematic attacks against the Colombian population, including teachers, mayors, councilmen, union members and indigenous population.  In addition, FARC engaged in the forced recruitment of children and long-term kidnappings.  Therefore, FARC is on the list of terrorist organizations of the United States and the European Union.  Moreover, the majority of the kidnappings and landmine victims in Colombia were caused by FARC operations, and between 2002 – 2009, there were 8,998 kidnapped people and there were 2,229 landmine victims.  


2. Today, the FARC are not able to produce any mass support in Colombia.  In the framework of the Democratic Security Policy, the Armed Forces and the National Police of Colombia continue to establish territorial control over the great majority of the territory.  Since 2002, more than 10,000 members of the FARC have voluntarily laid down their weapons and are returning to society with the support of the program of troop withdrawal, disarmament and society return of Colombia.


3. Given the aforementioned context, the Colombian Minister of Foreign Affairs requested Thai government that, in the frame of the independency of power, illustrated to the judge in charge of the case, the nature and extent of the terrorist activities undertaken by FARC, so that these elements could be taken into account in the correspondent judicial process, that was hoped to avoid the release of a very dangerous arms trafficker to the world such as Viktor Bout.



4. The Colombian government was willing to promote an exchange of information with the United States’ authorities that would allow the judicial authorities to cooperate effectively so that these damaging activities of arms trafficking undertaken by this individual will be investigated and punished, as per the copy of the letter of the Colombian Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated 26th August 2009, copy of unofficial translation, document explaining reasons why the FARC is on the international lists of terrorist groups.



5. The Colombian Ambassador in Thailand who is residing in Kuala Lumpur informed the Embassy in Kuala Lumpur that he would like to meet with Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs to discuss this matter, and it is under the schedule coordination.



Please be informed accordingly.
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs

28th August 2009
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