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WASHINGTON (CNN) -- The U.S. government has charged an international arms dealer with conspiring to
sell a rebel group millions of dollars in weapons "to be used to kill Americans in Colombia," federal
prosecutors announced Tuesday.

Viktor Bout is accused of selling missiles, rockets and other
weapons to FARC, a Colombian rebel group.

Viktor Bout, who was recently captured in
Thailand, had agreed to sell the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) surface-to-air
missiles, armor-piercing rocket launchers,
"ultralight" airplanes, unmanned aerial vehicles,
and other weapons, the U.S. Department of
Justice said in a news release.

There was no immediate public response from
Bout, who remains in custody in Thailand.

Federal authorities unsealed an indictment
charging Bout with four terrorism offenses:
conspiracy to kill U.S. nationals, conspiracy to kill
U.S. officers or employees, conspiracy to acquire
and use an anti-aircraft missile, and conspiracy to
provide material support or resources to a
designated foreign terrorist organization.

FARC is designated a terrorist organization by the U.S. State Department.
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Justice Department officials said they are seeking Bout's extradition to
the United States.

The indictment alleges that Bout made agreements with FARC
between November 2007 and March of this year.

In their news release, federal prosecutors said Bout agreed to sell
weapons "to two confidential sources" working with the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration, who had "represented that they were

acquiring these weapons for the FARC, with the specific understanding that the weapons were to be used
to attack United States helicopters in Colombia."

The news release also refers to a "covertly recorded meeting in Thailand on March 6, 2008."

"With the unsealing of this indictment, we are one step closer to ensuring Bout has delivered his last load
of high-powered weaponry and armed his final terrorist," DEA Acting Administrator Michele M. Loenhart
said in the news release.

Attorney General Michael Mukasey last month singled out Bout as a leading example of a new breed of
organized crime leaders who operate across international boundaries to amass wealth without regard to
political ideology.

"Viktor Bout has long been considered by the international community as one of the world's most prolific
arms traffickers," U.S. Attorney Michael Garcia said in the news release Tuesday.

Bout's assets in the United States were frozen in 2004 after he allegedly shipped weapons to Liberia in
violation of U.S. government restrictions. E-mail to a friend

All About FARC • Colombia

From the Blogs: Controversy, commentary, and debate

| Mixx it | Share

http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/05/06/arms.dealer.indictment/


Indictment: Arms dealer offered weapons to kill Americans - CNN.com Page 3

http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/05/06/arms.dealer.indictment/ 08-May-08 07:20:54

Top News

Housing:
'Something for
everyone'

Cyclone victims face
food shortages

Home  | World  | U.S.  | Politics  | Crime  | Entertainment  | Health  | Tech  | Travel  | Living  | Business

Tools & Widgets  | Podcasts  | Blogs  | CNN Mobile  | Preferences | Email Alerts  | CNN Radio

International

© 2008 Cable News Network. Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Terms of service  | Privacy guidelines  | Advertise with us  | About us  | Contact us  | Help

http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/05/06/arms.dealer.indictment/

